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Date


Lab Staff 
Name
Email
Phone


Lab Hours of Operation 
Monday, Wed - Friday; 9:00am - 4:30pm

Session 1 – Date
Intro to the Fossil Prep Lab: 9:00 am - 12:30 pm 
· Tour lab and curator projects
· Lab safety Training

Lunch Break: 12:30 - 1:30 pm 

Consolidant/Adhesive workshop: 1:30 - 4:30 pm (Snack break at 2:30 pm)
· Appropriate selection/use
· glue techniques 
· Infill/Putty workshop 
· Glue Party


Session 2 – Date
Cradlemaking I: 9:00 am - 12:30 pm
· Readying the specimen and materials
· Pouring plaster
· Laying fiberglass

Lunch Break: 12:30 - 1:30 pm 

Manual Preparation: 1:30 - 4:30 pm (Snack break at 2:30 pm)
· Materials and methods
· Prep tool introduction 
· Appropriate tool selection/use 
· Manual preparation practice 


















Session 3 – Date
Cradlemaking II: 9:00 am - 12:30 pm (Snack break at 2:30 pm)
· Trimming 
· Adding legs
· Finishing 

Lunch Break: 12:30 - 1:30 pm 

Mechanical Preparation: 1:30 - 4:30 pm
· Appropriate tool selection/use
· Air scribe techniques 
· Infill/Putty workshop 
· Practice with different scribes and sediments


Session 4 – Date
Cradling wrap up review: 9:00 - 10:00 am

Preparation documentation: 10:00 am - 12:30 pm 
· Specimen Tags
· Specimen Numbering
· Prep and Conservation Report

Lunch Break: 12:30 - 1:30 pm 

Preparation and Gluing Review: 1:30 - 2:30 pm (Snack break at 2:30 pm)
Practicum Project: 3:00 - 4:30 pm
· Assign & work on practicum project
· Continue practice with adhesives and physical preparation
· Conclusion of course: Being a lab volunteer — hours and commitment

























Fossil Preparation Lab Volunteer Training
Course Outline Bullets (for instructor)
#Dates#


Lab Staff 
Name
Email
Phone


Lab Hours of Operation 
Monday, Wed - Friday; 9:00am - 4:30pm

Session 1 - #Date#
Intro to the Fossil Prep Lab: 9:00 am - 12:30 pm (need to have all safety handouts printed)
· Lab tour and intro – 30 min
· Introduction – 5 min
· Lab tour – 25 min
· Some example projects
· layout
· Lab safety Training – 3 hrs (see safety training lesson plan)

Lunch Break: 12:30 - 1:30 pm 

Consolidant/Adhesive workshop: 1:30 - 4:30 pm (Snack break at 2:30 pm) (ceramic pot lesson?)
· Appropriate selection/use - 1 hr
· Reversible
· PVA
· Permanent
· Cyanoacrylate
· Epoxy 
· When to use
· glue techniques - 30 min
· Infill/Putty workshop - 30 min
· Reversible vs Permanent
· Glue Party - 1 hr


Session 2 - #Date#
Cradlemaking I: 9:00 am - 12:30 pm (all cradling supplies)
· Readying the specimen and materials - 2 hrs 
· Check specimen for necessary repairs, line specimen in plastic, half bury in sandbox, block, cut fiberglass
· Pouring plaster - 30 min
· Mixing plaster
· Laying fiberglass - 1 hr

Lunch Break: 12:30 - 1:30 pm 

Manual Preparation: 1:30 - 4:30 pm (Snack break at 2:30 pm) 
· Materials and methods – 30 min
· Matrix
· Prep methods
· Prep tool introduction – 1 hr
· Pins, vices, dental/sculpture  tools
· Appropriate tool selection/use – 30 min
· Manual preparation practice  - 1 hr







Session 3 - #Date#
Cradlemaking II: 9:00 am - 12:30 pm (extra materials)
· Trimming – 30 min
· Power tool preparation
· Adding legs – 1 hr
· Cut and plaster
· Finishing – 1hr

Lunch Break: 12:30 - 1:30 pm 

Mechanical Preparation: 1:30 - 4:30 pm (Snack break at 2:30 pm) (scribe cleaning kit, specimens to practice on)
· Appropriate tool selection/use – 30 min
· Intro to different scribes, abrasives, rotaries
· Air scribe techniques – 1hr
· Cleaning – 30 min
· Practice with different scribes and sediments – 1 hr


Session 4 - #Date#
Cradling wrap up and review: 9:00 - 10:00 am
· Sand, number and seal
· review

Preparation documentation: 10:00 am - 12:30 pm (copies of all forms)
· Specimen Tags – 1 hr
· Specimen Numbering – 30 min 
· Prep and Conservation Report – 1 hr

Lunch Break: 12:30 - 1:30 pm 

Preparation and Gluing Review: 1:30 - 2:30 pm (Snack break at 2:30 pm)
Practicum Project: 3:00 - 4:30 pm (have projects ready)
· Assign & work on practicum project
· Continue practice with adhesives and physical preparation
· Conclusion of course: Being a lab volunteer — hours and commitment

